[Surgical treatment of cholesteatoma: are wall-down techniques superior to wall-up techniques? A 50-year-old controversy].
A retrospective study was made of the evolution of our policies in the surgical treatment of cholesteatoma between 1984 and 1993. An evaluation was made of 103 patients operated by one of the authors [mean age 38 +/- 15 years; 60 (58%) men and 43 (42%) women]. The mean follow-up was 34 +/- 31 years. Binary logistical regression was used to analyze our patient series. Two factors that were associated statistically with the wall-down procedure were the degree of ossicular chain damage and the integrity of the posterior wall of the external auditory canal. The frequency of wall-down procedures has increased in our department.